THE   HOPE   OF   INDIA
Really absorbed the new ideas of God which Christ formu-
lated. The Indian's capacity for devotion, and the ideas
of renunciation of the world and union with God which are
f part of the better side of his national religion, make It
certain that when that devotion is linked up with the
highest idea of God that has yet been vouchsafed to man,
something will happen.
We in the West have lost a great deal of the mystical
side of our religion. In our materialistic and busy civiliza-
tion we are too hurried to give the time we ought to give to
thought and meditation. Several Indian Christians I know
will spend two hours every morning before breakfast in
devotion and prayer.
A certain missionary of my acquaintance used to have
•a boys' school, and took some of the leading Christian
boys for a short holiday every year. An hour in the early
morning was set aside for devotion. After a few days,
some of the boys asked that this hour might be extended,
as it was of insufficient length for their prayer and medita-
tion. Would such a thing happen in Britain ? It is
difficult to see how tremendous ma}^ be the contribution
that India can make to Christianity.1 If only we, on our
part, can do our share of humble service to India, and
interpret to her the matchless idea of God which Christ
game to give to the world—if only we can do that as it
should be done—then India in her turn will be able to
make the spiritual impact on the soul of the human race
which may well be the crowning event in the whole world
order, the foundation of the Kingdom of God " on earth,
as it is in Heaven."
" Leave the Indian in his own religion. He is happier
in it, and it suits Mm. Why bother him with Christi-
anity ? >J We have all heard that sort of thing some time
or other. It is the kind of falsehood which can only be
1 For a fuller exposition of this important thesis, see J. C. Winslow,
The Indian Mystic, S.C.M., is. 6d.
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